As the encounter begins Gideon suspects that Israel has been abandoned by its God. I will read Gideon's perception of divine disinterest and his dawning awareness of immediate divine presence in relation to Bakhtin's image of the 'superaddressee' , a hypothetical and necessary third party in all discourse, who is always presumed to be present and whose absence instills terror.5 As we will see, the primary role of the superaddressee is to hear and adjudge every utterance in discourse, but Bakhtin also explores scenes in which the words of the superaddressee are heard in an utterance spoken by another, human interlocutor.6 Perhaps, then, the superaddressee provides a critical model for hearing two voices in a single speaker.
Bakhtin's value to the literary critic is his careful consideration of the role and function of dialogue within a text. In Judges 6:11-24 dialogue is the primary evidence available to Gideon as he attempts to establish the identity of the stranger, his intentions, trustworthiness, status, and so on. Dialogue is also the reader's primary means of discerning Gideon's interpretation of the encounter.7 I will read Gideon's evolving perception of the divine in relation to Bakhtin's distinction of the self-account, the "accounting rendered to oneself for one's own life," and the confessional self-account.8 In a confessional self-account the author, i.e. the one accounting for herself, comes to realize that "my own word about myself is in principle incapable of being the last word, the word that consummates me."9 Thus an awareness of the divine emerges in the need for consummation, in the forms of "forgiveness and redemption."10 My analysis will show that the stranger provokes Gideon to 5 The superaddressee is introduced in Mikhail M. 
